
As we get closer to Mah Sing Foundation’s annual fundraising 

event, I am pleased to introduce to you the inaugural issue 

of Mah Sing Foundation’s newsletter, ‘MSF Quarterly’ to 

give you a glimpse into our most recent activities and 

programmes. 

Over the past 13 years, Mah Sing Foundation has been 

playing an active role in community development while 

providing support to the poor and vulnerable in need of 

educational, medical and living assistance. 

Thanks to our generous donors, the Foundation has been 

able to make charitable contributions exceeding 14 million 

ringgit to deserving homes and NGOs, benefiting thousands 

of children, youth and adults, who are disabled, 

underprivileged and poor regardless of their race and 

religion.

With the recent launch of our new logo in December 2017, 

we have streamlined our focus into the three areas of 

Education, Health & wellbeing, and Community.  Focusing 

on training and education programmes, we aim to develop 

a more sustainable approach to poverty eradication. 

In this issue of MSF Quarterly, we feature the Van Sekolah 

Project in partnership with Good Shepherd Services in 

Sabah to provide students from various villages from the 

fringes of the Mount Trus Madi safe access to secondary 

education. Other featured partners include Malaysian 

Social Research Institute and their efforts in healing 

refugees through education, Mah Sing Community Centre 

in collaboration with Science of Life 24/7 (SOLS) aim at 

re-skilling the recently homeless and  Iskul Sama diLaut 

Omadal to provide education for the seafaring Bajau Laut 

children in Sabah. 
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Nation-building is a joint effort by all levels of society, let us 

make a difference in the lives of the needy and give them a 

fighting chance to improve their lives through our education, 

health and income-generation programmes.

Dato’ Indera Syed Norulzaman bin Syed Kamarulzaman

Chairman of Mah Sing Foundation
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With an initial investment of RM 53,280 in 2017, Mah Sing 

Foundation supported one year of Malaysian Social 

Research Institute’s Early Childhood Education Programme 

for refugee children in Malaysia. Conducted on weekdays, 

the programme prepares young children to enter MSRI’s 

primary school programme, which is based on the 

American education system.  

Teachers are hired from the refugee and asylum-seeker 

communities, providing them an avenue to earn an income 

to sustain their livelihood.  Teachers also receive relevant 

training to build up their capacity and empower them to 

contribute positively to their community and children.

Dato’ Indera Syed Norulzaman bin Syed Kamarulzaman 

who is Chairman said, “We are pleased to support 

organisations such as MSRI in their noble efforts of 

educating refugee families and helping them prepare 

for eventual permanent resettlements. 

This gives refugees a sense of continuity and speeds up 

the process of assimilation in their new communities , 

which is a very important part of the healing process. 

So in the interest of providing a sense of continuity and in 

recognition of the good work by MSRI, MSF has pledged 

RM 300,383 to support this program for the next 3 years, 

from 2018 through to year 2020.”

Counselling session in progress

MSF Programme highlights
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Studying in a group

MSRI: Healing
through
Education

Dato’ Syed calls on other corporates to support NGOs who 

are helping refugee children, “We cannot imagine what 

these children have gone through but it is our humanitarian 

role to help them heal and recover from past trauma. I am 

happy to note that for this year, MSRI’s programme will 

include elements of counselling that aims to provide 

psychosocial support to the children in order to address 

their mental health needs.”

Through the Early Childhood Education programme, we 

are able to free up refugee mothers from having to stay at 

home to take care of their children. This allows them to 

either seek income-generating opportunities or to 

participate in upskilling opportunities such as English 

classes or vocational training. 

Children learning through playing



Pondok Iskul for 
Iskul Sama
diLaut Omadal

Pondok Iskul for 
Iskul Sama
diLaut Omadal
The are a nomadic seafaring community also known as 

Sama diLaut who are natives in the Coral Triangle. Before 

the existence of borders, they used to travel by sea but are 

now one of the many undocumented persons in Semporna. 

Without documents, the Bajau Laut children are unable to 

go to school like other Malaysian children. Moreover, they 

have no access to government health services and live in 

stilt houses or boats without electricity and fresh water. 

They are also being looked down by the local communities. 

Iskul Sama diLaut Omadal is a community-run project initiat-

ed to provide basic literacy for stateless children at Omadal 

Island, Sabah. The word ‘Iskul’ means ‘school’ in Bajau 

language. Classes are held every weekend, taught by 

Malaysian school-going youth aged between 12 - 16 also 

known as the Mastal Arikik (Little Teacher in the Bajau 

language). Iskul’s vision is to build young leaders among the 

stateless and local community through holistic education. 

Students are given lessons for Bahasa Malaysia, simple 

arithmetic and arts.  This helps them to communicate with 

the Malaysian society and empowers them with knowledge 

and skills to protect themselves.  

Seeing that lessons were conducted in kitchen spaces, 

verandah and even on the sidewalks due to lack of a proper 

space, Mah Sing Foundation contributed a grant for the 

construction of Pondok Iskul to provide a conducive space 

for the lessons to be conducted.  The construction of the 

school took place end of last year and was completed in 

December.  The Little Teachers and students chose the 

colour of the Pondok to be blue!

Studying in the kitchen space

Painting the Pondok blue
Bajau Laut men setting

the foundation

MSF Programme highlights
for 2017-2018



In August 2017, Mah Sing Foundation collaborated with 

humanitarian organisation, Science of Life 24/7 to 

implement ‘Mah Sing Community Centre’ a community 

programme targeting disadvantaged children, youth and 

beneficiaries affected by homelessness. The programme 

were conducted in Anjung Singgah, a transit centre in Kuala 

Lumpur established by the Women, Family and Community 

Development Ministry which provides free temporary 

shelter to the homeless.

With an investment of RM 118,150 for the duration of one 

year, a total of 48 disadvantaged and refugee children 

attended the Foundation English classes while 82 street 

friends (homeless) attended the employability classes 

covering modules, such as:-

• English for work

• Career advancement with English

• Email writing

• CV and cover letter writing

• Formal communication at work

At the same time, the community centre expanded its 

services to cater to the needs of other underserved 

communities in the area, such as the Somali refugee 

community and Akademi Tahfidz Al-Hidayah. The 

programme also incorporated community programmes to 

meet the relevant needs of the community in areas of social 

awareness, female empowerment, educational awareness 

and cultural awareness.

Mah Sing Community Centre @ 

Anjung Singgah (Science of Life 24/7)
Social

Awareness

2 social awareness

programme conducted

84 attendees 

Students practicing on SOLS EDU

Female

Empowerment

1 female empowerment

programme conducted

39 attendees 

Educational

Awareness

3 educational awareness

programme conducted

296 attendees    

Cultural

Awareness

1 social awareness

programme conducted

58 attendees 

Helping the Homeless Help 
�emselves 
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Girls’ class at Akademi Tahfidz Al-Hidayah

Communicative class for Somalian refugees



On 18 July 2018, Mah Sing Foundation partnered with Good 

Shepherd Services to conduct a programme to empower 

communities from various villages to provide safe access 

for their children to secondary education from the fringes of 

Mount Trus Madi in Sabah. Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan 

Tulid is the only secondary school serving the  15 villages in 

Mukim Lanas, with the nearest village being at least 10km 

away. The school’s hostel facilities have insufficient capacity 

to cater to all students in the vicinity, causing many children 

from these rural villages to drop out of school.  Some of the 

villagers then approached Good Shepherd Services to help 

them find a solution to this issue.  After due discussion and 

consultation, the Van Sekolah Project was birthed.

Mah Sing Foundation funded the Van Sekolah Project that 

offers transportation to school for children from rural villages.  

MSF: Giving Rural Children Access 
to Education

This project also empowers the communities to form a 

committee to manage the van by charging a minimal fee to 

parents.  This fee is lower than other private transport 

providers, and the service more reliable.  Capacity building 

initiatives also equip the communities with skills to manage 

the committee members and to sustain it in the long term.  

MSF Programme highlights
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My parents were not very confident when they first heard 

about the project as they did not see any reason why 

anyone would want to help us. Nevertheless, they attended 

the meeting at the Dewan Masyarakat to get more information. 

Athough they were still not convinced, I did express my 

interest to participate.

I have not been attending school regularly as it was just too 

far and there was no regular transport. My parents are 

farmers who tap rubber trees in the early dawn and work on 

their small orchard till late in the evening.  Although they 

wanted me, as the eldest in the family, to secure a second-

ary education, they knew that such options were limited, 

particularly after I failed to secure a place at the school 

hostel when I was in Form 2.

The Van Sekolah created a huge buzz in my village which 

got me and my best friend Sebrina* interested.  We persuaded 

our parents to attend the subsequent meeting, tagged along 

with them and finally got them to agree to let us try out for 

the pilot phase.

Out of sheer exasperation, our parents relented. We applied 

and were selected.  I still remember the happiness felt when 

I was informed of our selection. When I got on the spanking 

new Van the first time, both Sebrina and I had to pinch 

ourselves to make sure it was real. I am very motivated by 

this service which has renewed my resolution to do well in 

school so that I can bring a change to our lives in the near 

future.

“I am so thrilled! I attended school for the whole week” 

expressed Ainez.

*name has been changed in line with Child Protection Policies

Thrilled to bits 
(by Ainez*, 14 years old from Kg Mansiat, 

32km from SMK Tulid)

Group photo of committee members after a meeting



Important note: Upon every transaction, kindly email the bank-in slip with your name and contact number. If we do not receive your transaction slip, we will not know that you have 

made a contribution and will have to designate the transaction as an anonymous donation.

Disclaimer: All cash donations to MAH SING FOUNDATION are tax-exempt under sub-section 44 (6), Income Tax ACT 1967.  

Cheque - Payable to Mah Sing Foundation. 

Write your name (as per IC) and contact number behind every cheque sent.

Direct bank-in / internet banking - This includes cheques, cash deposit machines, ATM transfer, 

counter or online banking.

 

Name of bank: Maybank

Account name: Mah Sing Foundation

Account Number: 5143 6540 3238

We would like to express our gratitude to our generous donors and partners for their 
continued support for the work that we do.

Ways to donate


